into battle
were going about our ordinary business, with two thousand ships
in constant movement every day upon the seas, they managed to
do some serious damage. But the Royal Navy has immediately
attacked the U-boats, and is hunting them night and day—I will
not say without mercy, because God forbid we should ever part
company with that, but at any rate with zeal and not altogether
without relish. And it looks to-night very much as if it is the
U-boats who are feeling the weather, and not the Royal Navy or
the world-wide commerce of Britain. A week has passed since a
British ship, alone or in convoy, has been sunk or even molested
by a U-boat on the high seas; and during the first month of the
war we have captured by our efficient contraband control 150,000
tons more German merchandise—food, oil, minerals and other
commodities—for our own benefit than we have lost by all the
U-boat sinkings put together. In fact, up to date—please observe
I make no promises (we must deal in performance and not ia
promises)—up to date we have actually got 150,000 tons of very
desirable supplies into this island more than we should have got if
war had not been declared, and if no U-boat had ever cast sailormen
to their fate upon the stormy seas. This seems to be a very solid,
tangible fact which has emerged from, the first month of the war
against Nazidom.
Of course, we are told that all the U-boats have gone home just
to tell their master about their exploits and their experiences,
But that is not true, because every day we are attacking them
upon the approaches to the British Isles. Some undoubtedly
have preferred to go off and sink the unprotected neutjral ships of
Norway and Sweden. I hope the day will come when the Admiralty
will be able to invite the ships of all nations to join the British
convoys, and to insure them on their voyages at a reasonable
rate. We must, of course, expect that the U-boat attack upon the
seaborne commerce of the world will be renewed presently on a
greater scale. We hope, however, that by the end of October
we shall have three times as many hunting-craft at work as we had
at the beginning of the war; and we hope that by the measures
we have taken, our means of putting down this pest will grow
continually. I can assure you we are taking great care about
all that.
Therefore, to sum up the results of the first month, let us say
that Poland has been overrun, but will rise again;   that Russia
fhas warned Hitler off his Eastern dreams ; and that U-boats may
be safely left to the care and constant attention of the British Navy.
Now I wish to speak about what is happening in our own island.
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